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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. Claims 1 and 13 recite the limitation "a hydrophobic group on the surface" 
however given that there is a lack of antecedent basis for the term "the surface", it is unclear 
whether the hydrophobic group is on the surface of the sol or the inorganic oxide or the coating. 

3. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. Claim 4 recites a parenthetic expression at lines 2-3 and 5 however it is unclear 
whether the limitation within the parenthesis are meant to be encompassed by the claim. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-15 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action. The following is a 
statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: the closest prior art 
JP9291227 teaches a primer coating composition useful for priming the surface between an 
organic glass and a silicone cured hardcoat layer wherein the primer coating comprises a 
urethane elastomer and metal oxide fine particles surface treated with organoalkoxysilane 
hydrolyzate (Abstract), however JP'227 does not teach or render obvious that the urethane 
elastomer is a self-emulsifiable emulsion of a linear polyurethane having a pendant carboxylic 



